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National Eye Institute 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Establishing the Institute. August 17, 1968 


We are taking steps today to establish a National Eye 
Institute within the National Institutes of Health. 


Nearly every family in America has at least one member 
suffering some form of vision problem or eye disease. 
Half the people in this country wear glasses; 12 million 
school children—or approximately one-fourth of all school 
children—need eye care. More than 30,000 Americans 
lose their eyesight every year. Almost one million persons 
in this country cannot read a newspaper, even with the 
aid of glasses. More than 400,000 Americans are blind. 

These tragedies need not occur. Diseases of the eye can 
be prevented, treated, cured. And where corrective treat- 
ment may not yet be available, supportive measures can 
be used to help the visually impaired to retain the vision 
they have and not be forced to withdraw because of their 
handicap. 

Under the direction of the National Institutes of Health, 
great progress has been made in eye research. This progress 
has included improvements in the early detection and 
treatment of glaucoma, surgical procedures for cataract, 
and successful treatment of viral infections of the cornea. 
In spite of the progress, however, the number of blind is 
increasing. There is much that remains to be learned. 

The National Eye Institute will build on the great work 
that has been carried on by the National Institute of Neu- 
rological Diseases and Blindness for the past 18 years. It 
will concentrate its efforts on this major health problem by 
supporting and conducting needed research, and, equally 
important, by helping to train the specialists to provide the 
diagnosis and treatment that can eliminate much of the eye 
disease. 

Research, training, and services for people afflicted 
with eye disease or blindness represented an investment 
of more than $166 million this past year by the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare. Now we are 
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taking an important additional step toward improving our 
country’s ability to prevent and control one of its most 
tragic and costly health problems. 

NoTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 12483) is Public Law 90-489, 


approved August 16, 1968. 
The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Health Manpower Act of 1968 


Siatement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Extending and Improving Federal Health and 
Medical Programs. August 17, 1968 


The dramatic breakthroughs in medical and health 
research will be of little value if skilled personnel are 
not available when patients need them. 

Today, our needs for physicians, dentists, nurses, sani- 
tarians, and other professional and technical health 
workers outstrip both our current supply and present 
educational capacity: 


—Long waiting periods for medical and dental care are 
common. 

—Hospital beds remain empty for lack of staff. 

—Our air and water are polluted—and we are short 
of trained experts to combat these plagues. 

—One university is already phasing out its dental school 
program; another may be forced to close within a 
year. 

—Several medical schools require special assistance if 
they are to remain open. 


In the past 5 years, we have begun to act to remedy 
these conditions. 

Students have received loans and other financial assist- 
ance to enable them to prepare for health careers. New 
schools have opened their doors, and others have signifi- 
cantly expanded their facilities. Schools have been assisted 
in strengthening their teaching programs so that students 
they are training are realistically prepared to provide 
health care. 

This bill I am signing today authorizes not only the 
continuation of these programs but their acceleration. 
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The “Health Manpower Act of 1968” will extend and 
strengthen these laws which are due to expire June 30, 
1969: 

The Health Professions Educational Assistance Act 
of 1963, as amended; 

The Nurse Training Act of 1964; 

The Allied Health Professions Personnel ‘Training 
Act of 1966; 

—The Health Research Facilities Act of 1965, as 
amended; 

—The authorities of sections 306 and 309 of the Public 
Health Service Act for public health traineeships and 
for project grants for graduate and specialized train- 
ing in public health. 


This legislation will mean more new schools of medi- 
cine, dentistry, nursing, and the other health professions, 
and more space in existing schools. 

It will mean additional authority to assist schools that 
are in serious financial straits. 

It will mean that institutions will be better able to plan 
and establish new programs. 

It will mean that students will be helped to complete 
their training in the various health professions. Particu- 
larly, it provides realistic scholarship support for students 
of nursing. This assistance is of utmost importance in 
giving opportunity to able students from families of limited 
income. 

This is a major measure in our battle for better health. 
It will strengthen our efforts to prepare today those who 
must serve us tomorrow. 

NoTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 3095) is Public Law 90-490, 


approved August 16, 1968. 
The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Reemployment Rights of Reserve 
and National Guard Members 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Amending Reemployment Provisions of the 
Universal Military Training and Service Act. 
August 17, 1968 


In every town and city in America— 
In every walk of life— 

There are dedicated members of the reserve components 
of our Armed Forces and National Guard, who are 
indispensable sinews in the military strength of our Nation. 

These Americans may be clerks or farmers, factory or 
office workers, doctors and lawyers, and engineers. 

They have maintained their readiness in the midst of 
their daily careers and responsibilities and, by so doing, 
have earned the gratitude of our people. Sometimes their 
needs have been neglected. 
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This is one of the reasons for this measure that I am 
signing into law today. 

It spells out, so there can be no doubt, that the members 
of Reserve and National Guard will have the same 
reemployment rights and attendant conditions of employ- 
ment as their fellow workers who do not have such mili- 
tary obligations. 

And, of equal importance is that portion of this bill 
which provides for the continuation of reemployment 
rights: 

Of those enlistees who extend their tours of duty and, 


Members of reserve components who are recalled to 
active duty or who extend tours of active duty at the 
request of their government beyond the current 4-year 
service limitation. 

This measure makes it clear that reservists and guards- 
men will not be treated unfairly in their employment, and 
that those recalled to active duty or who extend their 
active duty will not lose their reemployment rights be- 
cause of this additional service in our Armed Forces. 

It is a significant recognition of their commitment to 
their Nation and a small payment on our debt to these 
men and women who continue to serve America. 

Note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 1093) is Public Law 90-491. 


The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Kingdom of Swaziland 
Independence Ceremonies 


Announcement of Designation of Clifford L. 
Alexander, Jr., as the President’s Personal 
Representative To Head the United States Delegation. 
August 17, 1968 


The President has designated the Honorable Clifford 
L. Alexander, Jr., as his personal representative to head 
the United States delegation to the independence cere- 
monies of the Kingdom of Swaziland. The official cere- 
monies will take place in the city of Mbabane, September 
4-8, 1968. Mr. Alexander, who is Chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s Commission on Equal Employment Opportunity, 
will have the rank of Special Ambassador. 

Other members of the United States delegation to the 
Swaziland independence ceremonies will be: Ralph E. 
Becker, general counsel and trustee of John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, Representative of the 
President with the rank of Special Ambassador; Thomas 
H. E. Quimby, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of 
African Affairs, Department of State; and Chris C. 
Pappas, Jr., who is at present the United States Consul 
at Mbabane. Mr. Pappas will become Charge d’ Affaires 
ad interim when the American Consulate at Mbabane is 
elevated to embassy status with the independence of 
Swaziland. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 
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Citizens Advisory Committee on 
Recreation and Natural Beauty 


Announcement of Reappointments and 


Appointments of Members. August 17, 1968 


President Johnson today announced 10 reappointments 
and two new appointments of members to the Citizens 
Advisory Committee on Recreation and Natural Beauty 
for staggered terms. 

The 12 members serve without compensation. 

The purpose of the Committee is to advise both the 
President and the President’s Council on Recreation and 
Natural Beauty on matters relative to (1) outdoor recrea- 
tion and the beautification of our Nation’s cities and 
countryside, (2) the correlation of natural beauty and 
outdoor recreation activities by Federal agencies and bu- 
reaus, and (3) local, State, and private outdoor recreation 
and natural beauty activities. 


The appointments announced by the President include: 


Three-year terms 

Laurance RocKEFELLER, Chairman, Rockefeller Brothers, Inc., 
of New York, for reappointment and designation as Chairman 

Harry M. WEEsgE, architect, Harry Weese & Associates, of Chicago, 
Ill., for reappointment 

Grace Hamitton, Community Relations Counselor of Hamilton 
Associates of Atlanta, Ga., for reappointment 

Joun Ben Suepperp, President, Texas Historical Survey Com- 
mittee, of Odessa, Texas, new appointment, replacing Bob 
Smith of Houston, Texas. 

Two-year terms 

Joserpu H. Davis, President, Washington State Labor Council, 
AFL-CIO, of Seattle, Wash., for reappointment 

Jean Fasster, Supervisor, San Mateo County, of Coastside, Calif., 
for reappointment 

James H. Evans, Chairman of the Board, National Recreation 
and Park Association, of New York, for reappointment 

Gorpon K. ZIMMERMAN, Executive Secretary, National Associa- 
tion of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, of the District 
of Columbia for reappointment 


One-year terms 


Dewitt C. Greer, former State Highway Engineer, of Austin, 
Texas, for reappointment 

Epmunp N. Bacon, Executive Director of Philadelphia City Plan- 
ning Commission, of Pennsylvania for reappointment 

Cuar.es E. Fraser, President, The Sea Pines Plantation Co., of 
Hilton Head Island, S.C., for reappointment 

Marvin B. Durnino, lawyer, Conservationist of the Year, of Seattle, 
Wash., new appointment, replacing Genevieve Gillette of Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Balance of Payments 


Statement by the President on a Report by 
Secretary of the Treasury Henry H. Fowler. 
August 17, 1968 


I am gratified by Secretary Fowler’s report on our 
progress in dealing with our balance of payments problem. 
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Our position improved because of: 


—A huge inflow of capital by investors the world over, 
who showed renewed confidence in the strength and 
prospects of our economy; 

—Reduced capital outflows by the American business 
and financial community, which cooperated fully 
with our balance of payments program; 

—Successful negotiations with our allies to neutralize 
the foreign exchange cost of our military expendi- 
tures abroad, as we maintain our national security 
interests. 

—Reductions and economies in civilian government 
expenditures abroad. 


There is clearly much work to be done—as our disap- 
pointing trade balance shows. But we have set correc- 
tive forces in motion and they should soon show results. 


—Our first and most important asset is the tax bill. 
It puts us in position to restore price stability at home 
and a strong competitive position abroad. 

—We must also make creative and bold use of our 
new and improved export financing, export promo- 
tion, and tourist promotion machinery. 


Our balance of payments program has joined public 
and private action and has enjoyed bipartisan support. 
It must not be otherwise. The strength of the dollar is im- 
portant for all Americans. It is also the foundation for a 
strong and stable international monetary system and a 
means of encouraging the growth of world trade and an 
expanding world economy. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Consolidated Farmers Home 
Administration Act Amendments 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill Into 
Law. August 19, 1968 


The bill we sign here today reflects the changing con- 
ditions of life in rural America. 

The number of our people who are needed to produce 
the Nation’s food and fiber on our farms is constantly 
declining. The number of Americans who look to rural 
nonfarm sources for jobs and for homes is constantly 
increasing. 

Today only one rural American in five lives on a farm— 
and only one rural family in 10 derives its principal live- 
lihood from farming. This is a measure of our oppor- 
tunity to help people achieve the good life—economic 
opportunity, wholesome, and pleasant living conditions, 
strong social and cultural institutions—in nonfarm en- 
deavors in small towns and other rural areas. 

As I pointed out in my message to the Congress in 
February, we can reverse the trend toward overcrowd- 
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ing in our cities by “setting a goal of full parity of oppor- 
tunity for rural America;” by creating “new jobs in the 
small towns of America;” and by assuring “rural America 
its full, fair share of educational, economic, social, and 
cultural opportunity.” 

With these amendments to the Farmers Home Ad- 
ministration Act, the Congress moves significantly toward 
these goals by: 


—Making credit available to farmers to develop non- 
farm enterprises to supplement farm income, or to 
convert entire farms to recreational enterprises. 

—Increasing matching funds for water and waste dis- 
posal projects in rural communities. 

— Enlarging the authority to insure loans for water 
and waste disposal projects and for farm ownership. 

—Improving credit assistance for farm families. 


Significantly, this bill passed both Houses of the Con- 
eress without a dissenting vote. Thus, the further devel- 
opment of the Nation’s resources in its rural areas is 
strongly reaffirmed as a national goal. 

We must continue to give this goal a high priority 
because of the promise it holds as a key to improving the 
quality of life for all Americans. 


note: As enacted, the bill (S. 1504) is Public Law 90-488, 
approved August 15, 1968. 
The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Wholesome Poultry Products Act 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill. 
August 19, 1968 


Eight months ago, I signed into law the Wholesome 
Meat Act of 1967. That landmark bill capped a crusade 
that had begun 60 years ago—to assure American house- 
wives that the meat they served their families was pure, 
not harmful or dirty or diseased. 

Today I am proud to sign a bill that will extend the 
same coverage to all poultry products. It is the fulfill- 
ment of a promise I made to every housewife—in my 
first consumer message just after I became President. 

In the early days of this century, Americans took for 
granted that there were risks in buying food. They even 
joked about it in print. One newspaper printed a little 
poem: 

Mary had a little lamb, 

and when she saw it sicken, 

she shipped it off to packing town, 
and now it’s labeled chicken. 


In 1968, we cannot tolerate the image, or the fact, of 
unwholesome food: 


—Not when Americans last year consumed more than 
12 billion pounds of poultry. 
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—Not when a full 13 percent of that supply—or, 1.6 
billion pounds—was subject to little or no inspec- 
tion because it didn’t cross State lines. 


That loophole did not necessarily mean that all, or 
even most, of those 1.6 billion pounds were unsafe. 

But it did mean that shady processors could avoid 
Federal inspection laws by distributing tainted poultry 
within the same State. 

It did mean that the housewife often took an unnec- 
essary risk—-for her children and herself—when she 
bought a chicken. 

The Wholesome Poultry Products Act of 1968 will 
insure that dirty plants will have to clean up or close 
down. 

It will give a State 2 years to develop an inspection 
system as good as the Federal system. If, at the end of 
that time, the State has not done so, then Federal inspec- 
tion will be imposed. 

It will give the States financial and technical assistance 
in establishing inspection programs and training inspectors. 

It will let the Secretary of Agriculture take action 
against any plant where the State fails to correct con- 
ditions endangering the public health. 

When I was a year old—the same age as my grand- 
son is now—President Theodore Roosevelt stated a prin- 
ciple which has survived the test of time: That “No 
man may poison the people for his private profit.” 

I believe that. I think all Americans believe it. And 
this bill will help us make sure it becomes a reality. 


note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 16363) is Public Law 90-492, 
approved August 18, 1968. : 
The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Youth Opportunity Campaign 


Announcement of Report to the President by Civil 
Service Commission Chairman John W. Macy, Jr. 


August 19, 1968 


Federal agencies have met summer employment goals 
under the Youth Opportunity Campaign for the fourth 
consecutive year, Chairman John W. Macy, Jr., of the 
Civil Service Commission has reported to President 
Johnson. 

From May 13 through July 19, Federal agencies hired 
74,755 needy young men and women throughout the 
Nation. At no time, however, did the number of young 
people on the job exceed the 70,000 ceiling authorized 
under the Revenue and Expenditure Control Act. 

“Agency reports of hiring clearly show that the 1968 
program will make a new high in Federal summer em- 
ployment of young people,’ Chairman Macy reported. 

Total hires of young people in the 16 through 21 age 
group had reached 111,386 by July 19, with additional 
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appointments expected before the close of the campaign, 
he said. This figure includes young people hired under 
the YOC and all other appointing authorities. 

In the metropolitan Washington, D.C. area where 
6,842 appointments of needy youths were needed to 
achieve the campaign goal, agencies appointed 8,209 
disadvantaged youths in a total of 13,712 youth appoint- 
ments up to July 19. 


NoTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. For Mr. 
Macy’s report, see the following item. 


Youth Opportunity Campaign 


Memorandum Report to the President From Civil 
Service Commission Chairman John W. Macy, Jr. 
August 19, 1968 


I am happy to report that for the fourth consecutive 
year agencies of the Federal Government are fully meet- 
ing the employment goals of the Youth Opportunity 
Campaign. 
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During the period May 13 through July 19, Federal 
agencies appointed 74,755 needy young men and women 
to summer jobs throughout the country. Although this 
number of appointments exceeds the exemption from 
ceilings of 70,000 needy youths authorized under pro- 
visions of the Revenue and Expenditure Control Act, 
the total number of youths on duty at any given time 
has not exceeded 70,000. 

Agency reports of hiring clearly show that the 1968 
program will mark a high point in Federal summer 
employment of young people. Total hires of those in the 
16 through 21 age group had reached 111,386 by 
July 19, and some additional youth appointments un- 
doubtedly will be made before the close of the Campaign. 

In the Metropolitan Washington, D.C. area where 
6,842 appointments of needy youths were needed to 
achieve the Campaign goal, agencies were over the top 
by almost 20 percent with 8,209 disadvantaged hires in 
a total of 13,712 youth appointments as of July 19. 

I will follow up with a final report on the Federal pro- 
gram as soon as possible after the end of the Campaign. 


NOTE: The memorandum was released at Austin, Texas. For an- 
nouncement concerning the memorandum, see the preceding item. 





VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 


The President’s Remarks at the Annual Convention in Detroit. 


August 19, 1968 


Commander Scerra, General Westmoreland, Reverend Varner, Con- 
gressman and Mrs. Teague, Governor Docking, Mayor Cavanagh, my 
beloved friend Bill Driver, ladies and gentlemen: 


Tonight, as we meet here to honor American veterans, I want to 
first of all thank you for your kindness to me and to my family. As we 
assemble here tonight, one of the great veterans of our time is waging 
one of the greatest struggles of his life. 

The hearts and the hopes of all of us in this room—and of all our 
people across the entire United States—go out at this moment to our 
beloved President, Dwight David Eisenhower. 

President Eisenhower’s life is witness to a firm conviction. He believed 
that democracy can only survive by accepting freedom as a responsi- 
bility. He believed that the first responsibility of a democratic people is 
to unite in defense of freedom whenever and wherever it is threatened. 

He fought for freedom on the battlefield. And when he led his Nation 
at home, he sought through all the years to bind us together with a single 
overriding purpose—the preservation of freedom. 

I am very proud to say tonight that I spent some of the most reward- 
ing days of my public life working closely with President Eisenhower to 
draw the line against division and against disunity. 

As Majority Leader of the Senate—and as a member of another 
political party—I worked with him because I shared his faith that respon- 
sible Americans must always place the Nation’s cause above any partisan 


or petty personal interest. 
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So, tonight, as the prayers of this Nation go out for President Eisen- 
hower, let us honor him with the strength of our resolve. Let us show 
that we are one people—committed to the cause for which he has dedi- 
| cated his entire life. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I should like to ask each of you now to stand 
| and to join me in a moment of silent prayer for this great beloved 
American. 


More than a century ago, President Abraham Lincoln looked be- 

yond a terrible war to the day when peace would come. High among 
the country’s obligations, he saw this imperative: “To care for him who 
shall have borne the battle.” 

Through other wars, and through troubled days, President Lincoln’s 
words have endured as the rock of our commitment. 

To no group does America owe more than it owes to the men who 
have borne arms in defense of America and in defense of their fellow 
man—some of whom could not always be there with you—and in defense 
of freedom. 

From Valley Forge to the jungles of Vietnam, you knew and they 
knew what they were fighting for—and that knowledge became a well- 
spring of dedication and courage. 

Nothing can ever quite adequately express the gratitude that all 
of us should owe to our veterans. But one thing is certain: Those who 
have been injured and disabled in the line of duty have a right to all 
the help that their Government can give them to live useful and pro- 
ductive lives. 





So, tonight, I am signing here into law a measure in your presence, 
and I think it is a historic moment. This measure will provide service- 
disabled veterans with the help that they are entitled to and with the 
help that they need. 


—Compensation for 115,000 totally disabled veterans will be in- 
creased by $100 a month. Very soon, monthly rates will now range 
from $400 to $700. 


—Almost 2 million veterans whose disabilities are less than total 
will receive an 8 percent increase. 


This bill provides much more, though, than just financial stability 
for a disabled veteran. It offers him new hope—and new help—in his 
fight to resume a normal life. 


This bill reaffirms our gratitude to those who have sacrificed so 
much for freedom. It represents our pledge that they will never be for- 
saken and they will never be forgotten. 


I want to express my personal thanks to Administrator Driver, the 
Veterans Administrator than whom there has never been a better one. 
To that very able Chairman, Congressman Olin Teague, who made this 
measure possible and also to that man who spoke to you today and who 
honors us always when he is in our presence, that great and gallant and 
unequalled courageous leader, General Westmoreland, the present Chief 
of Staff. 


I came here tonight because I wanted to say a few words about 
Vietnam. 
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We are in the midst, as you may have judged, of a national political 
campaign. And I think it is altogether proper that there should be a 
great deal of discussion and speculation about a war in which more than 
500,000 of our young men are at this moment, tonight, deeply engaged. 

These things are quite clear: 


—Those half million American men are not out in Southeast 
Asia as Republicans or Democrats or American Party or fourth 
party members. They are out there as American sons fighting 
to protect the vital interests of America, as those interests have 
been determined by more than one President and by more than 
one Congress. 

—Until January 20, 1969, until another President takes the oath 
with those closing words, “So help me God,” I bear the respon- 
sibility of the Presidency, and of the executive policy of this Nation 
towards Vietnam—a policy that has been fashioned over many 


years on a bipartisan basis, by several Presidents and by several 
American Congresses. 


The interests of the Nation and the interests of peace are not ad- 
vanced by ambiguity at any time about that policy. 

Therefore, I am not going to speak in ambiguous terms and I am 
going to lay out a few fundamentals for you and for the rest of the 
Nation here tonight. 

First, our objective in Southeast Asia is peace, and the essentials 
of what we mean by peace for a long time have been quite clear. I am 
going to repeat them briefly: 


—Reinstall the demilitarized zone at the 17th parallel, as the Geneva 
Accords of 1954 require, and let the matter of Vietnamese unity 
be decided by the people of North Vietnam and the people of 
South Vietnam in the future; 

—Remove all foreign forces from Laos and reinstall and make fully 
effective the Geneva Accords of 1962 on Laos; 

—Withdraw the United States forces from South Vietnam under 
the circumstances described in the Manila Communique; 

—Encourage the people of South Vietnam to exercise their rights 
of self-determination. It is for them to decide in peace without 
any coercion of any kind—from anyone—their own political 
future on a one-man one-vote basis—in a free election—in the 
spirit of reconciliation reaffirmed by President Thieu at Honolulu. 
He said there that all can vote in Vietnam and all can run for 
office, if they will forsake violence and live by the Constitution. 
We of the United States agree. 


That is what I mean by an honorable peace. I doubt that any Amer- 
ican President will take a substantially different view when he bears the 
burdens of office and he has available to him all the information that 
flows to the Commander in Chief and he is responsible to our people 
for all of the consequences of all of the alternatives that are open to him. 


Second, the United States took a major initiative toward peace on 
March 31. We not only made an offer, but we immediately acted. We 
took a first dramatic step to deescalate the conflict. I immediately ordered 
our aircraft and our naval vessels to make no attacks on North Vietnam 
north of the 20th parallel. This excluded from bombing almost 90 percent 
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of the North Vietnamese population and almost 80 percent of the North 
Vietnamese territory. 
I then, that night, in that televised speech to the Nation had this 
to say: “I cannot in good conscience stop all bombing so long as to do 
| so would immediately and directly endanger the lives of our men and 
| our allies. Whether a complete bombing halt becomes possible in the 
future will be determined by events.” 
Thus far Hanoi’s response has been: 


—To reject every single suggestion made by ourselves or others to 
deescalate the conflict; 

—To proceed since March 31 with the highest level of infiltration 
that we have observed during the war in Vietnam, the highest 
level of southward movement of military supplies, and the highest 
level of preparations for the third major wave of attack in 1968. 


I do not know whether or when such a new attack will, in fact, 
take place. It may have already begun. But I can assure you that we 
are doing everything imaginable and in our power to avoid it. 

But I do know that Hanoi has rejected our every offer for prompt 
deescalation and movement toward peace in favor of their massive 
military preparations for intensified battle. 


So the next move must be theirs. In human affairs there is no more 
basic lesson than that it takes two to make a bargain and to make a peace. 
We have made a reasonable offer and we have taken a major first step. 
That offer has not been accepted. This administration does not intend 
to move further until it has good reason to believe that the other side 
intends seriously to join us in deescalating the war and moving seriously 
toward peace. We are willing to take chances for peace but we cannot 
make foolhardy gestures for which our fighting men will pay the price 

by giving their lives. 
So tonight I hope you will ask yourselves: Where would the position 
of this Nation and its allies be if, having taken a major step toward 
deescalation and peace already, we responded now to their hostility with 
still another major unilateral step? If you were in Hanoi would you then 
deescalate and negotiate? Or would you not demand another unilateral 
step, until finally the whole foundation of freedom for the nations of 
Southeast Asia was gone beyond repair? 
This President—this administration—will not move down that 
slippery slope. 
This is a time tonight when Americans have to face certain hard 
questions and they have to keep certain facts clearly before them. 
First, are we Americans prepared to say to Hanoi that we are ready 
to have their men by the thousands and their supplies by the tons pour 
down through the DMZ against our American sons and our allies without 
obstruction, whether or not Hanoi takes action to deescalate the conflict? 
Well, that is what would be involved in an immediate halt to all bombing 
in North Vietnam. 


Second, are we Americans ready to let the Communist forces assemble 
without any interference around Saigon, Danang, Hué, and other cities 
and, then and there, deliver their attacks at times and places of their 
own choice, when it suits their own advantage? Well, that is what would 
be involved if we should give up our search-and-destroy operations. 
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Third, let us all remember that it is a long-established policy of 
the Government of the United States and the Government of Vietnam 
that the political future of that country should be decided by free elec- 
tions based on the principle of one-man one-vote. It is the Communists 
who have refused to even discuss these elections. It is they who seek a 
solution by bullet rather than by ballot. 


Fourth, let us all remember that with the encouragement of the 
American people, these gallant South Vietnamese have created their 
own Constitution, have created their own government. 

They have voted freely—often at the risk of their own lives—in 
elections as closely observed as any elections in modern times—in which 
60 percent of the total electorate participated. 

In that government and closely associated with it in the Vietnam 
Senate, are candidates who received more than 56 percent of the popular 
vote in the Vietnam presidential election. 

The people of South Vietnam and their government have demon- 
strated—in action—a willingness and an ability to let the people speak— 
peacefully—by democratic means. It is not they, but it is the other side, 
who now tonight must be persuaded that the election process is the road 
to peace in Vietnam. 

I can tell you that I believe peace is going to come—that is, if we 
are steady and it is going to come, if I have anything to do with it, on 


honorable terms. I cannot tell you precisely when it will come, but I 
believe that it will come: 


—Because I believe military victory is beyond the enemy’s grasp; 

—Because the South Vietnamese are gathering political and mili- 
tary strength and confidence day by day; 

—And finally because I believe in America. 


However great our anxiety for peace; however great our concern 
for the war in Vietnam; however great our passionate desire that the 
killing shall stop, I do not believe that the American people are going 
to walk away from this struggle unless they can walk away from it on 
honorable terms. 


When we sent our negotiating team off to Paris I told them two 
things: 


—First, put aside all considerations of domestic politics; 
—Second, work for a genuine peace—the peace which is a vital 


interest of the United States now, and which will serve us well 
10 years from now. 


I did not take myself out of personal partisan presidential politics 
on the night of March 31st in order to permit our pursuit of peace to 
be colored in the slightest degree by domestic political considerations. 
I want peace in Vietnam. I want it perhaps more than any single living 
American individual. But the pursuit of peace in this administration is 
going to be governed by America’s abiding interests as we see them. 

I do have faith, a faith that strengthened me on March 31st—that 
when the political campaign is all over—and the man takes up the re- 
sponsibility of the Presidency—whoever he may be—he will take a similar 
view. 

Right now we are doing all that diplomacy can do to end the 
war through the talks in Paris. And we shall continue. 
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We shall try again and again, every conceivable thing that human 
ingenuity can produce. I shall do everything I possibly can between now 
and January, every waking moment, to bring an honorable peace to 
Southeast Asia. I do hope that it can be possible. But if not, I have 
faith that the next President—faced with the consequences to his own 
people and the consequences to the peace of the world—I have faith 
that he, too, will stand up and insist on an honorable peace. 

So these are my views on Vietnam. This is my faith. 

But let me add another word about why we came to commit our- 
selves as a nation in Vietnam and to the security of Southeast Asia. 

Almost two-thirds of the men, women, and children on this planet, 
living in this world, now live in Asia. In the year 2000, that proportion 
is going to be even higher than two-thirds of the world. It is as certain 
as the sun rises that in the world of modern technology and communi- 
cations, the prosperity and the security of your United States will, with 
the passage of time, be more bound up with the fate of Asia—and not less. 

This Nation—not this administration, but this Nation—has three 
times in the past 30 years reacted when one power or another sought 
by aggression to enlarge its power in Asia: In 1941 on December 7, in 
1950, and then in the present conflict. Our responsibility was recognized 
} . in 1954 when the SEATO Treaty was adopted by the United States 
Senate by a vote of 82 to 1. That treaty was accepted by the United 
States Senate for one simple reason—because in their hearts and their 
minds, the Members of the Senate knew that this Nation could not and 
would not ever stand idly by and see all the countries of Southeast Asia 
placed under the aggressor’s heel. ‘They hoped—and they stated in the 
speeches on that treaty that they hoped—that that treaty and the warn- 
ing that it represented would deter aggression. 


But the men in Hanoi believed that they commanded a method of 
aggression that would succeed even in the face of our commitment. They 
have been supported by others who felt that Hanoi’s success would drive 
the United States out of Asia and leave it open for a takeover. 

Well, there is no serious and responsible leader in Asia who does 
not already know that the struggle now taking place in Vietnam tonight 
is the hinge on which the fate of Asia will swing—one way or the other— 
for many years, far into the future. When we insist on an honorable 
peace in Vietnam, we are insisting on a solution to the struggle which 
has the promise of permitting the independent nations of Asia to go 
forward in confidence: to build in freedom, a life consistent with their 
own traditions and their own ambitions. We are talking tonight not about 
17 million people of South Victnam, but we are talking about nations 
which contain hundreds of millions of people. 

There are some among us who appear to be searching for a formula 
which would get us out of Vietnam and Asia, on any terms, leaving the 
people of South Vietnam and Laos and Thailand—and all the others— 
to an uncertain fate. 

Laos, South Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia— 
pretty soon we could be back to the Philippines—and even back to 
Honolulu. 

I profoundly believe that this course would be disastrous to the inter- 
ests of the United States. I believe it would be disastrous to the world— 
now and in the years to come. 
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On the other hand, I am equally confident that if we have the 
will to see this through in Vietnam to an honorable peace, the way will 
be open for better times; for a period of relative tranquility in which the 
forces of moderation, of national independence, of freedom and regional 
cooperation will assert themselves in Asia as they are tonight asserting 
themselves in other parts of the world—permitting the United States not 
to return to isolation but to work as a partner with a vital region of the 
world which will more and more assume responsibility for its own destiny. 

Well, that is the ultimate stake in Vietnam—for Americans, for 
Asians, and for the world. 

That is why three different Presidents have taken and have held 
the position they have taken. 

And that is why the American people, in my judgment, are going 
to hold steady and see it through and not cut and run. 

I want the killing in Vietnam to stop—but we cannot stop the kill- 
ing if North Vietnam insists on sending another 150,000 new aggressors 
into the South to kill Americans and allies since January the first of this 
year. 

Remember, it takes two to stop the killing. We are ready now, 
tonight, to stop the bombing when the other side is prepared not just 
to see our bombing stop and weapons taken from our men, but the other 
side is willing to stop their aggression as well. 

We are ready to stop the war now by stopping the fighting when 
they are ready to stop the war by stopping the aggression. 

We have stopped the bombing already now eight different times. 
The last time, out of respect to Buddha’s birthday. Then, on their own 
religious birthday—their answer to our stopping the bombing was the 
Tet offensive when tens of thousands of casualties were suffered by our 
people. We stopped the bombing again before that, for 37 long days. 
And what did they stop? Their answer was not to stop aggression, but, 
General Westmoreland will tell you, they greatly stepped up their aggres- 
sion while we were stopping the bombing. 

So, my friends, let’s not be hoodwinked. Let’s not be misled. In 
short our people and their people must understand one thing: We are 
not going to stop the bombing just to give them a chance to step up 
their bloodbath. We are not going to stop bombing their trucks or bomb- 
ing their ammunition or bombing their supply lines while they bomb 
our cities and while they bomb our headquarters and while they mine 
South Vietnamese territory and they require our American fighting men 
to bear the brunt of the increased firepower that the Communists would 
rain on our men if we did not stop every truck and every bit of the 
ammunition we could. 

On March 31 we stopped 90 percent of the bombing. Have they 
stopped 90 percent of their infiltration or 80 percent or even 50 percent? 
No. They didn’t stop anything. They increased their infiltration 100 per- 
cent. That was their answer to our stopping the bombing. 

We are ready tonight and we are ready tomorrow, either on the 
battlefield or the conference table in Paris, to put into effect any fair 
and reasonable cease-fire on both sides—but not just one side. 

We are not going to trade the safety of American fighting men 
whose voices are not here to be heard in this election campaign for any 


Trojan horse. They are going to have a voice in this campaign before 
it is over. 


| 
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So tonight, I appeal to all well-intentioned citizens who are demand- 
ing that Americans stop the bombing to tell me what are they demanding 
of Hanoi. I ask each well-intentioned good American to search his con- 
science when he goes home tonight and ask himself, why, oh why do 
we hear nothing of any demands on Hanoi. 

You can look at that Marine sergeant and say, “Please sacrifice 
and give up the best implement you have to stop those trucks and those 
hand grenades and those divisions that are coming toward you. I ask 

| you to give up the best weapon you have and lay it down.” 

And he would look at me with those innocent, boyish eyes and 
say: “Yes, Mr. President, but what are they going to give up?” 

And I say: That has not been mentioned. 

I am not going to answer him that way. 

It is one thing when you are seeking responsibility and it is another 
thing when you have it. 

One day—and I pray every night that it will be soon—the men 
who bear the brunt of battle are going to come back home. When they 
do come they are going to ask an accounting of us for the support that 
we gave them or that we denied them in the hour of greatest need when 
we sent them away to protect us and to defend us. 

| I hope and I pray that we are not going to be found wanting in 
that judgment. 
So long as I am the American Commander in Chief we are not 
going to be found wanting. 
In our great democracy—from the American Revolution to the war 
in Vietnam—struggles on the battlefield have been accompanied by con- 
tention and dissension and a great deal of debate here at home. 


But always this great Nation has produced men like yourselves, men 
who were ready to do their duty; in your case, ready to go abroad, ready 
to fight for their Nation, ready to give their lives to preserve freedom. 


You men who grace this banquet hall tonight did your job—in 

your time—and you did it in faraway places, in great fear—because no 

man ever got shot at who wasn’t frightened. I know. But you brought 

home your Nation’s flag in honor—and you brought it home unstained. 
And they are going to do the same in Vietnam. 

In time—and I pray that time will be short—these over 500,000 
young men are going to come back and join us. In time the debates 
and the personalities will pass. They—and the American people—will 
look back on what we have done and I think they will look back with 
the same pride that we feel in our other efforts in the cause of freedom 
when we have defended it with our blood. 

We all shall know that those who do not come back—your brothers 
in arms—will not have died in vain. 

Every day I read reports of the courage of Americans in battle 
in Vietnam. Every day I read reports of our civil efforts to help the 
South Vietnamese build a nation—expand education—plant new rice 
seeds—strengthen their constitutional government. Every day I read 
about our men teaching them to read and write and helping to cure the 

sores and heal the bodies of these unfortunate deprived people. 

Behind these military and ‘civilian efforts are, I am here to certify 
tonight, as fine a generation of young Americans as America in all her 
history ever produced. 
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So I hope that you have faith and I hope you keep the faith. I 
hope you give us the support that we are going to need so dearly in the 


trying months ahead. 


So tonight I come here to thank you for your honor and for your 
kindness to my family and to tell you that I am of good heart. Let no 
one—let no one ever tell you that love of country, dedication to freedom, 
determination for an honorable peace is dead in this land. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:37 p.m., e.d.t., at Cobo Hall in Detroit, Mich. During the 
course of his remarks, the President referred to a bill to provide increases in rates of compensation 


for disabled veterans. As enacted, the bill (H.R. 16027) is Public Law 90-493. 





Limitation on Hiring by Federal 
Agencies 


Memorandum to the President From Director 
Charles Zwick of the Bureau of the Budget. 
August 20, 1968 


Supyect: Change in agency hiring rate 

As you know, the Revenue and Expenditure Control 
Act of 1968 requires Federal agencies to limit hiring of 
full-time employees to 75% of separations. This limita- 
tion remains in effect until overall Government employ- 
ment is rolled back to the June 1966 level—a reduction 
of more than 250,000 from present levels, despite a 25% 
increase in workload. 


Before the Congress recessed for the political conven- 
tions, it enacted legislative exemptions for most of the 
Post Office, the TVA power activities, the FBI, and the 
FAA air traffic control system. Pending in Congress are 
other proposals to exempt the Social Security Admin- 
istration and the direct medical care activities of the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, as well 
as naval shipyard construction workers in the Defense 
Department. If all of these activities are exempted, 
roughly 30% of the Government’s employment will not 
be covered by this provision. 

The only other relief provided is the authority for the 
Budget Director to reassign vacancies from one agency to 
another. I must use this authority to staff new functions, 
as well as to maintain existing operations. 

To date, I have received requests for relief from 36 
agencies, covering approximately 25,000 positions. Grant- 
ing relief to these agencies means that other agencies 
must give up 25,000 positions, in addition to the reduc- 
tion the 75% replacement policy places on them. 

I have taken a very tough approach in reviewing these 
requests in accordance with your instructions to agency 
heads of June 28, 1968. Agencies requesting relief must 
demonstrate that they have already done everything 
possible with intra-agency shifts of personnel to maintain 
full effectiveness in top priority projects. 


However, the high-priority Safe Streets Program and 
various hardship situations require that I grant some 
relief to the Justice Department and a few other agencies. 

To give relief this quarter amounting to about 600- 
700 positions will require that vacancies from other 
agencies be available. NASA, AID, and the State De- 
partment can contribute some vacancies because of 
employment reductions greater than would be required 
under the 75% replacement rate. 

But this will not produce sufficient vacancies to meet 
our immediate needs. Therefore, with your approval, I 
plan to direct all agencies with more than 50 full-time 
employees to limit replacements to 70% of separations, 
beginning September 1. This will enable us to meet the 
required employment cutback during the first three 
months of this fiscal year and—at the same time—allow 
us to initiate the Safe Streets Program and maintain 
other essential operations of the Government. 





General Pulaski’s Memorial Day, 1968 
Proclamation 3862. August 19, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


On October 11, 1779, Brigadier General Casimir 
Pulaski died from wounds received during the siege of 
Savannah, Georgia. His death ended a career of brilliant 
leadership and courage in the service of freedom and 
independence. 

He was not born in the land he learned to love so well. 
As a young man in exile from his own country, Count 
Pulaski joined the Continental Army, was appointed a 
brigadier general and commander of cavalry, and distin- 
guished himself in the battles of Brandywine and German- 
town. He raised and commanded a corps known as the 
Pulaski Legion. 

On November 29, 1779, the Continental Congress, in 
recognition of his service and sacrifice, resolved that a 
monument should be erected to this brave son of Poland. 
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On the one hundred and eighty-ninth anniversary of 
his death, it is fitting that we commemorate General 
Pulaski for his devotion to our Nation, as a continuing 
example to all men who strive toward the goals of freedom 
and justice. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Lynpon B. JoHNson, President 
of the United States of America do hereby designate Fri- 
day, October 11, 1968, as General Pulaski’s Memorial 
Day; and I direct the appropriate Government officials to 
display the flag of the United States on all Government 
buildings on that day. I also invite the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies in 
schools, churches, and other suitable places. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this 20th day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and ninety- 
third. 

Lynpvon B. JoHNSON 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:33 p.m., 
August 21, 1968] 


Lyndon B. Johnson Australian 
Science Scholars 


The President’s Remarks to the Scholars Prior to Their 
Departure for the University of Sydney. 
August 21, 1968 


Dr. Hornig, Mr. Duggan, Professor Messel, Mr. 
Deer and Mr. Whitmer, my delightful young friends: 


We are very glad to see you and we want to pay you a 
very special warm welcome to the White House. 

I was glad to hear that 20 of the brightest young stu- 
dents from three countries were visiting the White House 
today. Your visit comes at a very critical time. These are 
difficult days. 

Therefore, I am especially glad that you have a chance 
to have an experience here at this time. 

I want to take advantage of every opportunity I can to 
meet with young people and to let them observe what this 
country stands for and what it believes in and what it is 
doing and also hear from you on your views of the world 
that we are living in. 

In a great poem an old sailor urged his followers: 

“To follow knowledge like a sinking star, 

Beyond the utmost bound of human thought.” 


That really is what you are about to do. You are begin- 
ning a great voyage, a voyage to explore a new and an 
extremely exciting field of knowledge: man in inner and 
outer space, 

I don’t think there is anything I need to tell you about 
how important this journey is. I think that you know 
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today that almost nothing is more important in all this 
world than trained intelligence. 

There is one thing that matters more though, and there 
is one thing that is more important than all of man’s 
knowledge and all of man’s skill. That one thing we need 
to concentrate on and try to develop every day—that one 
thing is better human understanding. 

At a time when nations are quarreling, when divisions 
of race and class and religion trouble people everywhere, 
when there is a general restlessness among the youth of 
all lands, when there is an insecure feeling among many, 
many peoples, when mighty armies can cross borders and 
people are not sure of what tomorrow holds for them— 
then your journey is an important one because the trip 
that you are beginning, in my judgment, offers great 
promise to increase and to enrich and to promote better 
understanding between men and between nations, 

For that I am very grateful—to you and to Dr. Messel 
and to the Science Foundation and Sydney University 
and to the wonderful people of Australia. That is a great 
and that is a friendly land and I treasure my associations 
with that country and with those people. 

I hope all of you have a good trip. I wish I could go 
with you. I know your experiences will be of great profit 
to you and, I believe, your country. I hope they will be 
pleasant ones, too. It would be wonderful to be your age 
again on a mission like yours. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 p.m. in the Fish Room at the 


White House. For the announcement of the President’s meeting 
with the scholars, see the following item. 


Lyndon B. Johnson Australian 
Science Scholars 


Announcement of the President’s Meeting With the 
Scholars Prior to Their Departure for the University 
of Sydney. August 21, 1968 


President Johnson met today with 10 outstanding high 
school students who will attend a 2-week International 
Science School in Australia on scholarships from the Nu- 
clear Research Foundation at the University of Sydney. 

Earlier, medals and certificates were presented des- 
ignating the students as “Lyndon B. Johnson Australian 
Science Scholars,” the title given the first such group last 
year by Professor Harry Messel of the University of Syd- 
ney, who first proposed the scholarships, Professor Messel, 
Head of the School of Physics, and Director of the Re- 
search Foundation at the University, was present at the 
White House ceremony. 


The six boys and four girls from nine States are spending 


3 days in Washington as guests of the National Science 
Foundation. 
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Also welcomed at the ceremony honoring the American 
students were five British and five Japanese students who 
will join the Americans for the trip. They will join 
selected students from Australia, New Zealand, and Tas- 
mania August 26 to September 6 for a series of 20 lectures 
by world authorities on the theme, “Man in Inner and 
Outer Space.” 

This is the 11th year of the Australian summer science 
seminars and the second to which American students have 
been invited. In Australia the lectures have become one of 
the country’s most widely known and popular television 
attractions. 

The U.S. students were selected in a nationwide talent 
search conducted by the National Science Foundation and 
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. 

The names of the students were announced May 14, 
1968, by the White House. They are: 

Craupe W. Bernarp, Bellmore, N.Y. 

Tuomas A. Decranp, Knoxville, Tenn. 

AnpreEw P. GeoGHEGAN, Brunswick, Maine 

Puuip P. Green, Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Davwp J. Harvie, Ithaca, N.Y. 

Pautine A. Necomir, Omaha, Nebr. 

Rosin E. Riwer, Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Davin A. Scuvupsere, Seattle, Wash. 

Jupiru L. Wetcx, Windsor, Conn. 

Ama C. Zook, Monterey Park, Calif. 


NoTE: For the President’s remarks at his meeting with the scholars, 
see the preceding item. For the announcement of the selection of this 
year’s Lyndon B. Johnson Australian Science Scholars, see 4 Weekly 
Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 794. 


Foreign Service Information 


Officer Corps 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Establishing the Corps in the United States 
Information Agency. August 21, 1968 


I have signed S. 633, which will strengthen the foreign 
service personnel system of the U.S. Information Agency. 

Our overseas information and cultural programs— 
which communicate directly to other peoples the spirit, 
the aims, and the reality of our Nation—are today an in- 
tegral part of our diplomacy. Communication with other 
peoples is twentieth century diplomacy, just as much as the 
exchange of notes between foreign offices or the negotia- 
tion of an international treaty. Thus USIA officers who 
provide this communications link with the world are per- 
forming a vital function in the foreign relations of the 
United States. 

This law brings overdue recognition to the foreign 
service personnel of the U.S. Information Agency, and to 
their mission. In 1955 President Eisenhower made the 
first proposals to give the Agency a career foreign service. 
President Kennedy’s administration and then my own 
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continued to work toward that goal. Approval of the act 
today culminates the determined efforts of three admini- 
strations, numerous Members of Congress, advisory com- 
mittees, and private citizens who have understood that the 
United States needs a professional career service for this 
new arm of its diplomacy. 

For the first time, USIA will have a career foreign 
service system with a permanent statutory base. This legis- 
lation provides for the establishment of a Foreign Service 
Information Officer Corps under the Director of USIA. 
Career officers of USIA will meet the same high stand- 
ards, and be subject to the same requirements of competi- 
tive merit, which mark the career Foreign Service Officer 
Corps of the Department of State. The two career officer 
systems will be administered under compatible policies 
and regulations. 

I sign this act with genuine satisfaction, believing that 
it gives the U.S. Information Agency merited recognition 
for its work of the past, and better tools with which to 
meet the challenges of the future. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 633) is Public Law 90-494, approved 
August 20, 1968. 


The Situation in Czechoslovakia 


Statement by the President. August 21,1968 


The tragic news from Czechoslovakia shocks the con- 
science of the world. The Soviet Union and its allies have 
invaded a defenseless country to stamp out a resurgence of 
ordinary human freedom, It is a sad commentary on the 
Communist mind that a sign of liberty in Czechoslovakia 
is deemed a fundamental threat to the security of the 
Soviet system. 

The excuses offered by the Sovict Union are patently 
contrived. The Czechoslovakian Government did not re- 
quest its allies to intervene in its internal affairs. No ex- 
ternal aggression threatened Czechoslovakia. 

The action of the Warsaw Pact allies is in flat violation 
of the United Nations Charter. We are consulting ur- 
gently with others to consider what steps should be under- 
taken in the United Nations. Ambassador George Ball 
has been instructed to join with other nations in the Secu- 
rity Council to insist upon the Charter rights of Czecho- 
slovakia and its people. 

Meanwhile, in the name of mankind’s hope for peace, 
I call on the Soviet Union and its associates to withdraw 
their troops from Czechoslovakia, I hope responsible 
spokesmen for governments and people throughout the 
world will support this appeal, It is never too late for 
reason to prevail. 


NoTE: The President recorded the statement for broadcast by radio 
and television networks. 
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Presidential Unit Citations 


Announcement of Awards to Company B, 2d Battalion 
and Company A, Ist Battalion, 35th Infantry, United 
States Army. August 22, 1968 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation (Army) to Company B, 2d Battalion and Com- 
pany A, Ist Battalion, 35th Infantry, United States Army, 
for extraordinary heroism in action against hostile forces, 
28 through 29 May 1966, in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The Citation to Company B, 2d Battalion follows: 

“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States I have today awarded 


Tue PresipenTIAL Unir Citation (Army) 
FOR ExTRAORDINARY HEROISM 


TO 


Company B, 2p BarttTation, 35TH INFANTRY 
Unirep States ARMY 


for distinguishing itself by outstanding performance of 


duty and exceptional valor in action against a numer- 
ically superior and heavily armed North Vietnamese force 
in Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 28-29 May 
1966. Company B commenced helicopter landings at 
1055 hours the first day and immediately received fire 
from the determined and well equipped foe. For the next 
26 hours, the enemy made a determined effort to destroy 
the American force. Subsequently re-inforced by Com- 
pany A, Ist Battalion, 35th Infantry, the defenders dug 
in to meet the repeated enemy assaults of multi-battalion 
strength. With great professional skill, the officers and 
men of Company B courageously defeated each enemy 
onslaught. Gallant acts and outstanding leadership in- 
spired a common purpose and fighting capability that ul- 
timately defeated the enemy. When the roar of battle 
subsided, the enemy had withdrawn to reorganize his 
battered units, leaving 241 of his troops dead and numer- 
ous weapons as mute evidence of the intensity of the 
engagement and the valiant efforts of the defenders. 
Through their heroic stand, another illustrious page was 
written in United States military history; honoring for- 
ever the men of Company B, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, 
and providing a strong source of inspiration for all per- 
sonnel within the United States Army.” 

The Citation to Company A, Ist Battalion follows: 

“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States I have today awarded 


THe PresipenTIAL Unit Crration (Army) 
FOR ExTRAORDINARY HEROISM 


TO 


Company A, Ist Batration, 35TH INFANTRY 
Unrrep States ARMY 
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for distinguishing itself by outstanding performance of 
duty and exceptional valor in action against a numerically 
superior and heavily armed North Vietnamese Army force 
in Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 28-29 May 
1966. During the afternoon of 28 May 1966, Company 
A was directed to move to the assistance of Company B, 
2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, which was heavily engaged 
by a determined and well equipped enemy. Moving by 
helicopter lift, Company A arrived in the battle area by 
1700 hours and joined the beleaguered unit. During the 
next 20 hours the enemy attacked in multi-battalion 
strength with uncommon determination and intensity of 
effort. Outnumbered and surrounded, Company A fought 
valiantly, shoulder to shoulder, with Company B as succes- 
sive waves of the foe sought to overrun their position. 
With great professional skill, the officers and men of Com- 
pany A repelled each enemy onslaught, Gallant acts by all 
men and inspired leadership were the order of the day. 
When the roar of battle subsided, the enemy had with- 
drawn to reorganize his battered units, leaving 241 of his 
troops dead and numerous weapons as mute evidence of 
the intensity of the engagement and the valiant efforts 
of the defenders. Through their heroic stand, another 
illustrious page was written in United States military 
annals, honoring forever the men of Company A, Ist 
Battalion, 35th Infantry and providing a strong source of 
inspiration for all personnel within the United States 
Army.” 


Cabinet Report on Czechoslovakia 
and Vietnam 


Press Briefing by Secretary of State Dean Rusk 
Following the Cabinet Meeting. August 22, 1968 


Mr. CurisTIAN. This is a report on the Cabinet meeting 
and what Secretary Rusk discussed with the Cabinet. 
There were other topics discussed, but since this is of some 
interest we asked Secretary Rusk to come out and talk to 
you. 

SecreETARY Rusk. In the Cabinet meeting this morn- 
ing, we concentrated on the situation in Czechoslovakia 
and Vietnam. Mr. Leonard Marks, the Director of 
USIA, and I reported to the Cabinet on the extraordinary 
unanimity with which the entire world has condemned 
the intervention by the Warsaw Pact forces in Czecho- 
slovakia. This has come not only from the Western 
countries, but from Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 
including important elements in the Communist world. 

Our interest in this is based upon the right of a small 
country to exercise its charter rights under the United 
Nations Charter, to live its own life and work out its in- 
ternal problems in its own way. 
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There still remains an authentic voice of Czechoslovakia 
that can be heard. 

As you know, members of the National Assembly have 
met and expressed their views. There are radios still op- 
erating in Czechoslovakia. The street scenes in Czecho- 
slovakia make it quite clear what the Czech people them- 
selves think of this intervention. The Foreign Minister of 
Czechoslovakia was in Yugoslavia and I have seen re- 
ports that he may come to the United Nations Security 
Council. We cannot confirm that at the moment. 

In the Security Council this morning, a resolution was 
tabled with six sponsors condemning this action and call- 
ing for the removal of these troops and the respect for the 
rights of Czechoslovakia as a member nation of the 
United Nations. There was debate. We expect the Secu- 
rity Council to meet again at 5 o'clock this afternoon. We 
have rejected from the beginning the assertion that these 
forces were invited in by the Czech Government or those 
responsible for the policy of Czechoslovakia. 

We have for many weeks rejected the notion that some- 
how there was any kind of external aggression being 
plotted by Czechoslovakia or being indulged from any 
source whatever. Those excuses are, as the President put 
it in his statement, “patently contrived.” 

We do hope that the reaction of the entire world on 
this situation will cause the responsible leaders in the 
Warsaw Pact to think again about their action, to act 
with moderation as far as the Czechoslovakian people and 
their leaders are concerned, not to engage in punitive or 
excessive measures against these people, and to bring about 
a prompt withdrawal of their forces. 

This is not, in a treaty sense, a direct responsibility of 
ours in the sense that we have no bilateral commitments 
to Czechoslovakia, but we have a broad interest in situa- 
tions of this sort wherever they might arise, where the 
interests of a member of the United Nations are so 
desperately periled as they are at the present time. We 
hope, as the President put it, that reason will yet prevail. 

On Vietnam, we reviewed the situation there and the 
increasing activity by the Vietcong and North Vietnamese 
forces. We reviewed the knowledge that we had about the 
buildup that has been going on for a possible new offen- 
sive and the disposition of our own and allied forces to 
deal with it. 

I think in both of these situations I can say that there is 
very little in the wholly private or secret category of in- 
formation that throws a significantly different light either 
on Czechoslovakia or Vietnam than does the information 
you have so abundantly available to you from published 
sources. 

QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. Secretary, what, in your opinion, does the in- 
vasion of Czechoslovakia do to East-West relations? I am 
thinking specifically of the chances for the Senate to pass 
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and the hopes for 
a disarmament treaty. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTs 


SECRETARY Rusk. I think the general reaction has 
been that this action cannot help but damage East-Wes 
relations, get in the way of possible moves to more detente 
in the bilateral relations between the members of the War. 
saw Pact who put their troops in Czechoslovakia and the 
countries of Western Europe and the United States. 

I don’t know what the Senate will think about the 
Nonproliferation Treaty. That is a general treaty and not 
between us and the Soviets. It is a matter of great 
importance to those around the world and reflects the 
international interest of the United States. I think un- 
doubtedly the Senators are going to be concerned, as they 
have already indicated they are, about the Czech matter. 

Therefore, one can say, at the minimum what has 
happened in Czechoslovakia will not improve or increase 
the support for the Nonproliferation Treaty in the Senate. 
Let’s wait until September when the Senate comes back. 

Q. Has this threatened the possibility of continued 
trade relations with Russia and this country? 

SECRETARY Rusk. We would not expect that the East- 
West trade suggestions put forward by the President would 
be acted upon promptly by the Congress. We have not 
gotten into the question of retaliatory actions or sanctions. 
This is for the United Nations to consider in the first in- 
stance. We hope that the leaders of the Warsaw Pact will 
have some second or third thoughts about this and move 
closer to a resolution of the problem by peaceful means. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, how does it affect our hopes for the 
Soviet Union to play a larger role in ameliorating the 
Vietnam situation? 

SecreETARY Rusk. I think the question is for the au- 
thorities in Hanoi. We continue to have our talks in Paris. 
Those have not produced very much movement on sub- 
stantive questions. 

I indicated just 2 evenings ago the long string of points 
on which you had a negative response from Hanoi. I won't 
review those in detail now. 

We are going to continue those talks and try to see 
whether some movement can be found. We are not going 
to abandon the effort, but I would think that we cannot 
expect the Soviet Union to move at this particular time 
to try to bring this matter to a conclusion on a basis that 
would be acceptable to the free nations in Southeast Asia 
and those allied with those nations. 

Q. Both you and the President have expressed a hope 
that reason would prevail. What is the basis of such a 
hope? 

SECRETARY Rusk. One hopes in terms of what would 
make sense for the peace of the world and what would be 
fair from the point of view of the peoples directly in- 
volved, in this case, Czechoslovakia. If you ask me specifi- 
cally—do I have any evidence that would sustain that 
hope in terms of movement—I would say no, not today. 
But, diplomacy must work with a measure of hope in 
mind, because our purpose is to build a better—rather 
than a worse—future and therefore, we are trying to bring 
together such elements as we can to induce some changes 
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in this situation so that the Czech people can resume the 
control of their own affairs. 

Q. Would it now be ill-advised for the President to visit 
the Soviet Union if such a trip were possible? 

SrecRETARY Rusk. I would not want to comment on 
that. You put me in a dilemma on a matter of that sort. 
One never wants theory to limit the freedom of action of 
the President in doing anything that could contribute to 
peace. 

I would hope that you would not say that such a trip 
was taking place. I noticed one of you asked this morning 
about whether the President would be in Moscow dur- 
ing the Democratic convention. I know of no such plans. 

Q. Has the Czech Government contacted and asked 
for our support? 

SECRETARY Rusk. The Czech Government has made 
clear to us both in Washington and New York City and 
by its own broadcasts what its own view of this situation 
is. They have not asked us for any specific action or steps 
as far as we are concerned. We are responding to the gen- 
eral requirements of peace in the international situation 
and the general notion as set forth in the Charter that all 
nations, large and small, have a right to those protec- 
tions and those privileges in the United Nations Charter. 

The fact that a small nation lives within the reach of a 
large nation does not mean that that large nation is en- 
titled to move in on it to reorganize its internal affairs. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, is there anything further that we 
can do now to help Czechoslovakia? 

Secretary Rusk. I think the most important thing— 
and I hope it will be important to the Soviet Union—is the 
massive, unanimous reaction of the entire world to this 
situation. 

Looking at it from the point of view of the state interests 
of the Soviet Union and their long-term national interests, 
even from their own selfish point of view, one would sup- 
pose these are factors that they would want to take into 
account. 

Q. People are suggesting that we don’t have a moral 
right to criticize the Russians because of the U.S. role in 
Vietnam and our role in Santo Domingo in the past. How 
would you respond to that? 

SecreTArRY Rusk. That is a type of moral myopia that 
passes my understanding. There is all the difference in the 
world between acting to meet the common danger under 
a treaty of mutual security and to enable the people of a 
country to work out their own future, institutions, their 
own choices without having answers imposed upon them 
by force from outside, which is the case in Vietnam, and 
an attempt to prevent the people of a country from having 
their own government, working out their own internal 
policy and arrangements as is the case in Czechoslovakia. 
This is the difference between black and white. Those who 
try to confuse it, it seems to me, are undertaking an 
enormous burden and among other things, an enormous 
disservice to the clarity which is important if we are to 
have peace in the world. 
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Q. Do you hold to the view that what happened in 
Czechoslovakia tends to clip the wings of the doves here? 

SecrRETARY Rusk. I have no particular views on that. 
I am not an expert in internal politics. Presidents since 
President Truman have told the State Department not 
to interfere with internal politics, so I will let that rest 
for the moment. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NOTE: Secretary Rusk met with reporters at 2:20 p.m. outside the 
West Lobby at the White House. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue, Appointments which appear below 
in the list of nominations submitted to the Senate are not 
included in this listing. 

August 16 

The President declared Minnesota a major disaster 
area because of damages by heavy rains and flooding. He 
has allocated $300,000 in Federal funds for use in the 
affected areas. 

August 19 

The President has appointed Alexander A. Fisch- 
back, Jr., of Denver, Colo., as United States Representa- 
tive to the Rio Grande Compact Commission. 

August 22 
Ambassador Luis Demetrio Tinoco Castro of Costa 


Rica presented his credentials to the President at the 
White House. 


August 23 


The congressional bipartisan leadership attended a 
meeting at the White House for briefings by the Presi- 
dent and other administration officials on the crisis in 
Czechoslovakia, the Vietnam conflict, and the situation 
in the Middle East. The White House Press Office released 
the list of Congressmen and Senators attending the Meet- 
ing as follows: 

Rep. E. Ross Adair, Rep. Carl Albert, Rep. William H. 
Bates, Rep. Hale Boggs, Rep. Frank T. Bow, Sen. Everett 
Dirksen, Rep. Gerald R. Ford, Sen. J. W. Fulbright, Sen. 
Bourke B. Hickenlooper, Sen. Roman L. Hruska, Sen. 
Thomas H. Kuchel, Sen. John L. McClellan, Speaker 
John W. McCormack, Rep. George H. Mahon, Sen. 
Mike Mansfield, Rep. Wilbur D. Mills, Rep. Thomas E. 
Morgan, Rep. Philip J. Philbin, Sen. Jennings Ran- 
dolph, Rep. L. Mendel Rivers, Sen. Richard B. Russell, 
Sen. John J. Sparkman, Sen. John Stennis, Rep, Olin E. 
Teague, Sen. Ralph W. Yarborough, and Rep. Clement J. 
Zablocki. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned on 
Friday, August 2, 1968, until Wednesday, 
September 4, 1968, no nominations were sub- 
mitted during the period covered by this 
issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 
Approved August 13, 1968 


gee eT Public Law 90-486 
An Act to clarify the status of National 
Guard technicians, and for other purposes. 


Approved August 15, 1968 


Ds We iceek ences Public Law 90-487 
United States Grain Standards Act. 
nea eee Public Law 90-488 


An Act to amend the Consolidated Farmers 
Home Administration Act of 1961, as 
amended, to provide for loans for enter- 
prises to supplement farm income and for 
farm conversion to recreation, remove the 
annual ceiling on insured loans, increase 
the amount of unsold insured loans that 
may be made out of the fund, raise the 
aggregate annual limits on grants, establish 
a flexible loan interest rate, and for other 
purposes. 


Approved August 16, 1968 


BEA: SRE Seemann Public Law 90-489 
An Act to amend the Public Health Service 
Act to provide for the establishment of a 
National Eye Institute in the National In- 
stitutes of Health. 

sta nee eeoe Public Law 90-490 
Health Manpower Act of 1968. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved August 17, 1968 


pe ee er eres Public Law 90-491 
An Act to amend and clarify the reemploy- 
ment of the Universal Military Training 
and Service Act, and for other purposes. 


Approved August 18, 1968 


oe a eee Public Law 90-492 
Wholesome Poultry Products Act. 


Approved August 19, 1968 


Us RID cacao canes casei ni Public Law 90-493 
An Act to amend title 38, U.S. Code, to pro- 
vide increases in rates of compensation for 
disabled veterans, and for other purposes. 


Approved August 20, 1968 


Di GRR is cnicencidimemnme Public Law 90-494 
An Act to promote the foreign policy of the 
United States by strengthening and im- 
proving the Foreign Service personnel sys- 
tem of the United States Information 
Agency through establishment of a For- 
eign Service Information Officer Corps. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made, public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released August 19, 1968 


The President’s remarks to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (advance text). 


Released August 21, 1968 


Advance text of the President’s statement 
on the situation in Czechoslovakia. 
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